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“A primary object should be the education of our youth in
the science of government. In a republic, what species of
knowledge can be equally important? And what duty more
pressing than communicating it to those who are to be the

future guardians of the liberties of the country?”
George Washington
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The Constitution of the United States

WethePeople ofthe United States, in Order toforma

more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic
Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote
the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to
ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.

Article. I.
SECTION. 1.

Senate and House of Representativel '\ |
SECTION. 2. N\

The House of Representat ves stall be. | posed of
Members chosen ev<: sec ndY2ar by ﬁ,}-‘People of
the several States, . na the Electors ir each'State shall
have the Qualifications requisite or Elector. of the most
numerous Rranch of the State e i ‘@ ure.

No Perscn s5hatl be a Represen-ative v 1o shall not have
attained to the Age of twer't, ‘ive Yez1 s, and been seven
Years a Citizen of the Ui it d States, and who shall not,
when elected, be an r sabitant of that State in which he
shall be chosen.

[Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned
among the several States which may be included within
this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which
shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of
free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term
of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths

of all other Persons.]* The actual Enumeration shall be
made within three Years after the first Meeting of the Con-
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gress of the United States, and within every subsequent
Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law
direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed
one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have
at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration
shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be en-
titled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island
and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-
York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvanja eight, Delaware
one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North farolina five, South
Carolina five, and Georgia three.

When vacancies happen in the Repre 5’:" ation from any

State, the Executive Authority therec | llissue Writs of
Election to fill such Vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall ch \\ eir Speak-
er and other Officers; and <hall have th \1 .e Power of
Impeachment. \}f

SECTION. 3.

The Senate ot the Uniced States'sni !l “e composed of
two Senators ‘rom each State,{c.'0se 1 by the Legislature
thereof,]* for six Years; and ¢ a t Sena or shall have one
Vote.

Immediately after it = shall be assembled in Con-

sequence of the f.7st Election, they shall be divided

as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of

the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the
Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the
Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at
the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may

be chosen every second Year; [and if Vacancies happen
by Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the
Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make
temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the
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Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies.]* No

Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained
to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of
the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an
Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.

The Vice President of the United States shall be President

of the Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be
equally divided.

The Senate shall chuse their other Of
President pro tempore, in the Absen
dent, or when he shall exercise the O!
the United States.

The Senate shall have the sole ™ ¢ wer

rs,and also a
 the Vice Presi-
\‘4"‘ of President of

\\

ments. When sitting for th' t Purj ose, “hall be on
Oath or Affirmation. When he P asidel. ‘%\ ‘the United
States is tried, the Chic * Justice shall presiie: And no
Person shall be con . ed withou : the Concurrence of two
thirds of the Members present.

e

JudgmentirCases of Impeachm »ic < hall not extend fur-

ther thanto remove | from.O f' e, and disqualification to
hold and enjoy any )ffice of honor, 7. ust or Profit under
the United States: b { the Party convicted shall neverthe-
less be liable and upject toindictment, Trial, Judgment
and Punishment, according to Law.

SECTION. 4.

The Times, Places'and Manner of holding Elections for
Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each
State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at
any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except
as to the Places of chusing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year,
and such Meeting shall be [on the first Monday in Decem-

250909C_C1042121_917Soci_D2.indd 6 9/9/25 5:13PM



ber,]* unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day.
SECTION. 5.

Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns
and Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority
of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a
smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may
be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Mem-
bers, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each
House may provide.

Each House may determine the Rule ts Proceedings,
punish its Members for disorderly Bel '\ *»ur, and, with
the Concurrence of two thirds, expel : \ nber

Each House shall keep a Journa’ »f its “'-\

x .

gedmgs and
from time to time publish the sarie, e \\ _ingsuch Parts
as may in their Judgment i :quirc Secr. | ind the Yeas
and Nays of the Merit 'rs o 2ith 2r Hous: \'nany question
shall, at the Desire | f 01e fifth of those Pré: ent be en-
tered on the Journal.

A e

Neither House; during the Sassio 1 . f ongress, shall,
without the Consenc of the ¢t er, adic urn for more than
three days, nor to a 'y otker “lace the 1 that in which the
two Houses shall be s't:ing.

SECTION. 6.

The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Com-
pensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law,
and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They
shallin all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of
the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their Atten-
dance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in
going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech
or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in
any other Place.
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No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for
which he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office
under the Authority of the United States, which shall have
been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have
been encreased during such time; and no Person holding
any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of
either House during his Continuance in Office.

SECTION. 7.

All Bills for raising Revenue shall ori
Representatives; but the Senate m
with Amendments as on other Bills.

ate in the House of
opose or concur
/5

Every Bill which shall have passed th \ f‘,ste of Represen-
tatives and the Senate, shall, bc ore | "_ / z‘pme a Law, be
presented to the President ot thi: Uni \\\ _ates; If he ap-
prove he shall sign it, but' notte shav___ \ Jrn it, with his
Objections to that Hertse it which it sha \Yave originated,
who shall enter the OL ections at large ori their Journal,
and proceed torecc s der it. If af ‘i such Réconsider-
ation two thirds of tha. House shclla_ree to pass the Bill,
it shall besent; together witih the Tbj¢ ctiens, to the other
House, by vriich it shall likeviis 2’ be rec onsidered, and if
approved oy two thi-ds of tnac House it shall become a
Law. Butin all such a2’ es (ne Votes of both Houses shall
be determined by Ye: s and Nays, and the Names of the
Persons voting for 2ind against the Bill shall be entered

on the Journal of each House respectively, If any Bill
shall not be returned by the President within ten Days
(Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to
him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had
signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournament
prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law.

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concur-
rence of the Senate and House of Representatives may
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be necessary (except on a question of Adjournment) shall
be presented to the President of the United States; and
before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by
him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by
two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives,
according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the
Case of a Bill.

SECTION. 8.

The Congress shall have Power To la
Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay t
for the common Defence and genera
United States; but all Duties, Imposts |
uniform throughout the United State

d collect Taxes,
ebts and provide
fare of the
\Excises shall be

To borrow Money on the cred . o' the \§\d States;

To regulate Commerce wit1 fore gn N&_ ‘\ ,;", and among
the several States, 21 witl the ndian Tu;}iées;

To establish an-unii »v 1 Rule of Natuiralizat.on, and uni-
form Laws on the subizct of Ban! ‘un‘cies thioughout the
United States:

To coin Money, regt late the /- ‘ue th2 eof, and of foreign
Coin, and fix the Ste \dare¢ of Weight' and Measures;

To provide for the Pt r.ishment of counterfeiting the Secu-
rities and current Coin of the United States;
To establish Post Offices and post Roads;

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by
securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the
exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discover-
ies;

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on

250909C_C1042121_917Soci_D2.indd 9

9/9/25 5:13PM



the high Seas, and Offenses against the Law of Nations; To

declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and
make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water;

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of

Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term than two
Years;

To provide and maintain a Navy;

To make Rules for the Government a
land and naval Forces;

Regulation of the

To provide for calling forth the Militiz 1\ “ixecute the Laws

/it

of the Union, suppress Insurrections pel Invasions;

To provide for organizing, armi',;;, an N/ liplining, the

Militia, and for governing < ich Piirt of \\ \as may be
employed in the Service of the United = \zs, reserving to
the States respectively the Appointmentif the Officers,
and the Authority ot ining the Militia accarding to the
discipline prescribed ky Congres:,

To exercize exclusive Legislation r ol Cases whatsoever,

over such.District (nct excee 172z ten | iiles square) as
may, by Cession of | artic/ilar States, nd the Acceptance
of Congress, becom ‘he Seat of the Government of

the United States arid to exercise like Authority over all
Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of
the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of
Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards and other needful
Buildings; -And

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper

for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all
other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Govern-
ment of the United States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.
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SECTION. 9.

The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of
the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall
not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one
thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty
may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten
dollars for each Person.

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Cqrpus shall not be

suspended, unless when in Cases of ellion or Invasion

the public Safety may require it.

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto L \’i{ :!jall be passed.

[No Capitation, or other direct, Tax sl ("x. "‘elaid unlessin
Proportion to the Census or E uinere \ tlereln before
directed to be taken.]* \ '\

No Tax or Duty shall k= laic on A ticles & \'
State. g

No Preference shall be given by a »y Regulailon of Com-

merce or Ravenue to the Ports of o = stateover those of
another:nor shall Vessels bound wo, ¢ from, one State,
be obligedto enter, clear, or ~ay Dut ¢ s in another.

No Money shall be d awiiirom the Treasury, butin Con-

sequence of Appr« priations made by Law; and a regular
Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures
of all public Money shalt’be published from time to time.

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States:

And no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under
them, shall, without the Consent of the Congress, accept
of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind
whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State.

SECTION. 10.

No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confeder-
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ation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money;
emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver
Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of At-
tainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obliga-
tion of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay
any Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except
what may be absolutely necessary for executing it’s
inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all Duties and
Imposts, laid by any State on Imports dx Exports, shall be
for the Use of the Treasury of the Unité States; and all
such Laws shall be subject to the Revit® *h and Control of
the Congress. //\

No State shall, without the Consent o ﬁgress, lay any

Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops i Shif | Warin time of
Peace, enter into any Agra ment or Cc {1 ct with anoth-
er State, or with a foraign | ower oreri | :in War,
unless actually invi de |, or insuchi immi ,)‘{nt Danger as
will not admitcfde . '

Article. I\,

SECTION. 1.

=

The executive Po: /ei &' 2l be vest~d in a President of the
United States of / r erica. He shall hold his Office during
the Term of focrYears, ard, together with the Vice Presi-

dent, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows:

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legisla-

ture thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to
the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to
which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no
Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of
Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appoint-
ed an Elector.

[The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and
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vote by Ballot for two Persons, of whom one at least shall
not be an Inhabitant of the same State with themselves.
And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for,
and of the Number of Votes for each; which List they shall
sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the
Government of the United States, directed to the Pres-
ident of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall,

in the Presence of the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then
be counted. The Person having the greati'st Number of
Votes shall be the President, if such Nu r be a Majority
of the whole Number of Electors appoir  ; and if there

be more than one who have such Majo \é"’)nd have an
equal Number of Votes, then the House -'_J"epresenta-
tives shall immediately chuse b _allot of them for

President; and if no Persor ‘iave & Maj¢ \} «
five highest on the List the <aid House || n like Manner
chuse the President Bi tincnusiagthe k. Kident, the
Votes shall be taker: Uy States, the Repreg‘é'ntation from
each Statehaving one Vote; A qu »um for tais Purpose
shall consist ¢t a Member or Mernik 2 < from iwo thirds
of the States, and a Majority o1 4 ' tn/ States shall be
necessary to a Chc ‘ce. In'2 eiy Case: after the Choice of
the President, the >crsC i havingth - greatest Number
of Votes of the Fle _turs shall be the Vice President. But if
there should rernain two-or more who have equal Votes,
the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice
President.]*

The Congress' may determine the Time of chusing the

Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their Votes;
which Day shall be the same throughout the United
States.

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of
the United States, at the time of the Adoption of this
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Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President;
neither shall any person be eligible to that Office who
shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and
been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.

[In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or
of his Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the
Powers and Duties of the said Office, the Same shall
devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may by
Law provide for the Case of Removal, i
or Inability, both of the President and
declaring what Officer shall then act
such Officer shall act accordingly, unt
removed, or a President shall be eleci

esident, and
- Disability be
| = for his Ser-
“beincreased
nor diminished during the erioc for w. \\ he shall have
been elected, and h2s all .ot receive Wi‘:;\".in that Period
any other Emolume ~*rom the United Statzs, or any of
them. X

Before he erter on the Execution ci s Office, he shall

take the following Oath or A 7 rnaticr .- “I do solemnly
swear (or affirm) th t Lwi'L{aithfully < xecute the Office of
President of the Urii ¢ d States, and will to the best of my
Ability, preserve, yrotect and defend the Constitution of
the United States.”

SECTION. 2.

The President shail be Commander in Chief of the Army
and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the
several States, when called into the actual Service of the
United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of
the principal Officer in each of the executive
Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of
their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant
Reprieves and
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Pardons for Offenses against the United States, exceptin
Cases of Impeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent
of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds of
the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall
appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Con-
suls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Officers
of the United States, whose Appointmenjs are not herein
otherwise provided for, and which shallf # established
by Law: but the Congress may by Law
ment of such inferior Officers, as they t' |
President alone, in the Courts of Law, ¢ \
Departments.

The President shall have Powei tc fill \\
\

?nate, by
the End of

‘{acancies

that may happen during the Recess of ¢
granting Commissic ns vh| n shall explrz
their next Session.

SECTION: 3

He shall from time o time give t >y tiie Congress Informa-
tion of the State of the Unic r, and re_.ommend to their
Consideration suc. M2z -ures as he “hall judge necessary
and expedient; be r.ay, on extraordinary Occasions,
convene both kauses, or either of them, and in Case of
Disagreement betweeri them, with Respect to the Time
of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as
he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and
other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be
faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers
of the United States.

SECTION. 4.

The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the
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United States, shall be removed from Office on Impeach-
ment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other
high Crimes and Misdemeanors.

Article. Ill.
SECTION. 1.

The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested
in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the
Congress may from time to time ordajn and establish.
The Judges, both of the supreme and iferior Courts,
shall hold their Offices during good viour, and shall
at stated Times, receive for their Sen: \{ *, a Compensa-
tion, which shall not be diminished d '\ : their Continu-
ance in Office. N\ @

SECTION. 2. \5\

The judicial Power shall ex end t> all (\\ /
and Equity, arising 1:n. er th is Cc nstitutie;}v the Laws

of the United State. ai d Treaties made, or'which shall
be made, under their Authority; - -0 a'l Case. affecting
Ambassadois, other public Minisfe’ 5. nd Consuls; - to all
Cases of adrivalty and maritinie ‘uri_diction; - to Con-
troversiesto which the Unitc ¢ States hall be a Party; - to
Controversies betw ent 0 or more “tates; - [between a
State and Citizens 01 ¢ nother State;-]* between Citizens
of different State’ - between Citizens of the same State
claiming Lands under Grants of different States, [and be-
tween a State, or the Citizens thereof;- and foreign States,
Citizens or Subjects.]*

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers

and Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party,
the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all
the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court
shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and
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Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations
as the Congress shall make.

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment;
shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State
where the said Crimes shall have been committed; but
when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be
at such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have
directed.

SECTION. 3.

Treason against the United States, shall consist only in
levying War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies,
giving them Aid and Comfort. No Perso ) shall be convict-
ed of Treason unless on the Testimony o two Witnesses
to the same overt Act, or on Confession ino

The Congress shall have Power to declaré the Punish-

ment of Treason, but no Attainder of Treagbn shall work
Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture execept uring the Life
of the Person attainted.

Article. IV.

SECTION. 1.

Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the
public Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every
other State. And the Congress may by general Laws
prescribe the Mannerin which such Acts, Records and
Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof.

SECTION. 2.

The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privi-
leges and Immunities of Citizens in the several States.

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or
other Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found in
another State, shall on Demand of the executive Author-
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ity of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be
removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime.

[No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under
the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Conse-
quence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged
from such Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on
Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may
be due.]*

SECTION. 3.

New States may be admitted by the C
Union; but no new State shall be form \
within the Jurisdiction of any other St
be formed by the Junction of twoorn'
of States, without the Consent of the ' |

V"'states, or Parts
~Stures of the

The Congress shall ka\ 2 Po rert) dispi‘jﬁ“‘ﬁg >f and make
all needful Rules ar 1R sgulations resoecm"-g the Territory
or other Property belo 1ging to th > United States; and
nothing iri this Constitution shalib' ¢« = construed as

to Prejudice any Claims of the )i ited States, or of any
particular State.

SECTION. 4.

The United State ; snall guarantee to every State in this
Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall pro-
tect each of them against Invasion; and on Application of
the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature
cannot be convened) against domestic Violence.
Article. V.

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall
deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this
Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of
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two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention
for proposing Amendments, which in either Case, shall be
valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Consti-
tution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three-fourths
of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths
thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may
be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amend-
ment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand
eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the
first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Se %ion of the first
Article; and that no State, without its sent, shall be
deprived of its equal Suffrage in the S|

Article. VI.

All Debts contracted and Engage:hent. | ered into,
before the Adoption of this Co st tuti¢\} all be as valid
against the United States t ader fnis C{ \\ ~ ution, as
under the Confederatian. |\Y

A
This Constitutien, @ @ he Laws of the Uﬁﬁd States
which shall be-made ir. Pursuanc thereof; <nd all Trea-
ties made, cr which snall be mad 2/ 1. der the Authority of
the United ttates, si all be the surer. e Law of the Land;
and the Judges in e\ery S'a < shall be bound thereby,
any Thing in the Co )stiit sion or L.aws of any State to the
Contrary notwithst r.ging.

The Senators ana Representatives before mentioned,
and the Members of the several State Legislatures, and all
executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States
and of the severai States, shall be bound by Oath or
Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious
Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office
or public Trust under the United States.
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Article. VII.

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall
be sufficient for the Establishment of this Constitution
between the States so ratifying the Same.

Done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the
States present the Seventeenth Day of September in the
Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty
seven and of the Independence of the United States of
America the Twelfth In Witness where e have hereun-
to subscribed our Names,

Go. Washington--Presidt: and deputy Virginia
NEW HAMPSHIRE Thomas Mifflin
John Langdon Robt Mo@f )

Nicholas Gilman ?eo. CI!Y
MASSACHUSETTS JhOS(-jI 'C'Z‘“ (l)lns
Nathaniel are ”g_ 0
Gorham Rufus King James Wll§0n

Gouv Morris
CONNECTICUT

DELAWARE
Wm. Saml. Johnson
Roger Sherman geor Reag dord

unning Bedford jun
NEW YORK 5 b
, APt Pickinsen

Alexander Hamilton

Jaco: Broom
NEW JERSEY

MARYLAND
Wil: Livingston

James McHenry
Wm. Paterson Dan of St. Thos. Jenifer

Jona: Dayton Danl Carroll
PENNSYLVANIA VRGN Ar-
James Madison Jr.

David Brearley

B Franklin
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NORTH CAROLINA

Wm. Blount
Richd. Dobbs Spaight
Hu Williamson

SOUTH CAROLINA

J. Rutledge

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney
Charles Pinckney

Pierce Butler

GEORGIA
William Few Abr Baldwin

Attest William Jackson Secretary \ 2

\
In Convention Monday September 17th, »1\ 87.
Present A\
The States of

New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Mr. Ham-
ilton from New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and
Georgia.

Resolved,

That the preceeding Constitution be laid before the
United States in Congress.assembled, and that it is the
Opinion of this Convention, that it should afterwards be
submitted to a Convention of Delegates, chosen in each
State by the People thereof, under the Recommendation
of its Legislature, for their Assent and Ratification; and
that each Convention assenting to, and ratifying the
Same, should give Notice thereof to the United States in
Congress assembled. Resolved, That it is the Opinion of
this Convention, that as soon as the Conventions of nine
States shall have ratified this Constitution, the United
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States in Congress assembled should x a Day on which
Electors should be appointed by the States which shall
have ratified the same, and a Day on which the Electors
should assemble to vote for the President, and the Time
and Place for commencing Proceedings under this Con-
stitution.

That after such Publication the Electors should be ap-
pointed, and the Senators and Representatives elected:
That the Electors should meet on the Dayjfixed for the
Election of the President, and should tra it their Votes
certified, signed, sealed and directed, ag* | = Constitution
requires, to the Secretary of the United. '\ esin Con-
gress assembled, that the Senators anc \; _resentatives

should convene at the Time and P'ace © --'9ed; that the
Senators should appoint a Pres.dent ot i senate, for
the sole Purpose of receivir 3, opening \\\ ~ounting the

Votes for President; an ', th: taftirhesi e chosen, the
Congress, together vit ; the President, sty uld, without
Delay, proceedto execute this Cc nstitutior'}

By the unaririous Order of the Cor v :ation

Go. Washington-P esidt:
W. JACKSON Secrc¢ tary.
* Language in bracke it hias been chang.d by amendment.
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THE AMENDMENTS TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED
STATES AS RATIFIED BY THE STATES

Preamble to the Bill of Rights

CONGRESS OFTHE UNITED STATES
BEGUN AND HELD AT THE CITY OF NEW-YORK, ON
WEDNESDAY THE FOURTH OF MARCH,

ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND EIGHT
THE Conventions of a number of the Sta
the time of their adopting the Constitut
desire, in order to prevent misconstruct

INE

having at
expressed a

- orabuse of its

i

powers, that further declaratory and re \5 ive clauses
should be added: And as extendi=' the. { nd of public
confidence in the Government, wi'l bes |

| urethe
beneficent ends of its.instit: tion. g

RESOLVED by the S’ na e aind House of R resentatives
of the United States of America, i1 Cangress assembled,
two thiras of both Houses concu ring, that "he following
Articles be proposed to the Legi I u es of the several
States, as amendnmants to th > Counst :ution of the United
States, all, or any f which articles. v /hen ratified by three
fourths of the said L 2gislatures, to ve valid to all intents
and purposes, is‘part of the said Constitution; viz.

ARTICLES in addition to, and Amendment of the Con-
stitution of the Uriited States of America, proposed by
Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several

States, pursuant to the fifth Article of the original Consti-
tution.

y 2

(Note: The first 10 amendments to the Constitution were
ratified December 15, 1791, and form what is known as the
“Bill of Rights.”)
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Amendment I.

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to peti-
tion the Government for a redress of grievances.

Amendment II.
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security

of a free State, the right of the people t
Arms, shall not be infringed.

Amendment l1I. ‘
NoSoldier shall,in time of peace be qu N ~edinany

house, without the consent of theOwi “or in time of
war, but in a manner to be pre! cribed: | .
Amendment IV. NV

Theright ofthe people o be ~ecu ein the | | \Ipersons,
houses, papers, anc ef acts, against unre‘\ onable
searches and seizures. shall not k ewiolatea) and no War-
rants sha'iissue, but upon probuol» “duse, supported by
Oath or aftiirnation,.and particul iy lescribing the place
to be searched, and the per ¢ s or ti1 nigs to be seized.

Amendment V.

Noperson shall b= Iie.d to answer for a capital, or other-
wise infamous c.iine, unless on a presentment or indict-
ment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land
or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service

in time of War orpublic danger; nor shall any person be
subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy
of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case
to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life,
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liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall
private property be taken for public use, without just
compensation.

Amendment VI.

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the
right to a speedy andpublic trial, by an impartial jury of
the State and districtwherein the crime shall have been
committed, whichdistrictshall have begn previously

ascertained by law,andtobe informed
and cause of theaccusation; to be co
witnesses againsthim;tohave compul}
obtaining witnessesinhisfavor, and to \i
tance of Counselforhisdefence. {

AmendmentVIl.
In suits at commonlaw,wh re th¢ valu_ |\ ontroversy
shall exceed twentyzc lars, the r ght of « by jury shall
be preserved, andn fa ttried by a jury sf\ﬁ‘{l be other-
wise reexaminedinany Zourt of th 2 United States, than

according to therulesofthe com:i 00 =w.
Amendmeaent VI,

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines
imposed, nor cruel'and unusual punishments inflicted.

Amendment IX.

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights,
shall not be construed to deny or disparage others re-
tained by the people.

Amendment X.
The powers not delegated to the United States by the

Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are re-
served to the States respectively, or to the people.
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AMENDMENTS 11-27

Amendment XI.

Passed by Congress March 4, 1794. Ratified February 7,
1795.

(Note: A portion of Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution
was modified by the 11th Amendment.)

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be con-

strued to extend to any suitin law or e
or prosecuted against one of the Unite
of another State, or by Citizens or Sub

ity, commenced
tates by Citizens

5 of any Foreign
/A

State. WA

N
Amendment XIl. 1\
Passed by Congress December 4, 1803 “1 fied June 15,
1804. AN

A\
(Note: A portion of Arti le Il Sect on 1ol {2

was changed byithe 12 h Amendment.) A

Constitution

The Electors shall mect in their re spe:tive sfates, and

vote by eall st for President and ! iz - ’resident, one of
whom, atteast, sheli not be a i innah -ant of the same
state with themsel es: tF ey shall nzrie in their ballots
the person voted fc - 35 President, and in distinct ballots
the person vote' fur as Vice-President, and they shall
make distinct lists of all persons voted for as President,
and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of the
number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and
certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government
of the United States, directed to the President of the
Senate;-the President of the Senate shall, in the pres-
ence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open
all the certificates and the votes shall then be count-
ed;-The person having the greatest number of votes for
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President, shall be the President, if such number be a
majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and
if no person have such majority, then from the persons
having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the
list of those voted for as President, the House of Rep-
resentatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the
President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall
be taken by states, the representation from each state
having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist
of a member or members from two-thir 's of the states,
and a majority of all the states shall b essarytoa
choice. [And if the House of Represent ' =s shall not
choose a President whenever the right | _'hoice shall
devolve upon them, before the fourth 1" Af March next
following, then the Vice-Presid<.ii sha & _as President,

the President.-]* The nerso | having thi_ || dtest number
of votes as Vice-Pre id: nt, tnall be the Vi ~President,

if such numbei e a i jority of the whole rumber of
Electors appointed, ar.d if no per on have a'majority,
then from the'two highest numbr i the list, the
Senate shiii choose the Vice-P e ide. t; aquorum for the
purpose shall cons st of tws -uiirds of the whole number
of Senators, and a.. 17 i ty of the w'iole number shall

be necessary to 2 ¢ icice. But-no person constitutionally
ineligible to the of ce of President shall be eligible to that
of Vice-President of the United States.

Lo

*Superseded by Section 3 of the 20th Amendment.

Amendment XIII.

Passed by Congress January 31, 1865. Ratified December
6, 1865.

(Note: A portion of Article IV, Section 2 of the Constitution
was changed by the 13th Amendment.)
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SECTION 1.

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been
duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any
place subject to their jurisdiction.

SECTION 2.

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by ap-
propriate legislation.

Amendment XIV.
Passed by Congress June 13, 1866. R¢

(Note: Article |, Section 2 of the Const Q
by Section 2 of the 14th Amendr  2nt.;

SECTION L. N\

All persons born or natural zed ii the U ‘\ d States and
subject to the juriscict on tnereof, are cif&(gns of the Unit-
ed States and of the Stite wherein thiey res de. No State
shall make or-enforce any law wk ch “hall abridge the
privileges or immunities of citize 1s 't the United States;
nor shall any State a2prive an v persar of life, liberty, or
property, without dtie proce s of lav/ nor deny to any
person within its ju’ s’ c..on the equal protection of the
laws.

SECTION 2.

Representatives shall'be apportioned among the several
States according to their respective numbers, counting
the whole number of persons in each State, excluding
Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any
election for the choice of electors for President and

Vice President of the United States, Representatives in
Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or

dJuly9, 1868.

" \n was modified

250909C_C1042121_917Soci_D2.indd 28 9/9/25 5:13PM



the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any
of the male inhabitants of such State, [being twenty-one
years of age,]* and citizens of the United States, orin
any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion,
or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall
be reduced in the proportion which the number of such
male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male
citizens twenty-one years of age in such State.

SECTION 3.

tive in Con-
dent, or hold

No person shall be a Senator or Repres
gress, or elector of President and Vice
any office, civil or military, under the U
under any State, who, having previousl| 8
as a member of Congress, or as 2. offic
States, or as a member of ary Sta‘e leg
executive or judicial officer Hf any Stat¢ " upport the
Constitution of the !Uni ed ¢ ates, shalli. | ¥5 engaged in
insurrection oi'rebe '‘c 1 against 'rhe sam\é* 'or given aid or
comfort to tiie enemies thereof. it Congress may by a
vote of two thirds of each House r ri5ve such disability.

SECTION 4.

The validity of the >iili - debt of the United States, au-
thorized by law_in " 'ding debts incurred for payment of
pensions and b unties forservices in suppressing insur-
rection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither
the United States nor any State shall assume or pay any
debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebel-
lion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or
emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations
and claims shall be held illegal and void.

SECTION 5.

:‘en an oath,
"the United
Sre orasan

The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appro-
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private legislation, the provisions of this article.
*Changed by Section 1 of the 26th Amendment.

Amendment XV.

Passed by Congress February 26, 1869. Ratified February
3, 1870.

SECTION 1.

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall
not be denied or abridged by the Unit
State on account of race, color, or pr
ser vitude.

SECTION 2.

The Congress shall have the por' rto, .
by appropriate legislation.
Amendment XVI. N\

Passed by Congress Ju y 2,1909. Ratifieas ebruary 3,
1913. \

(Note: Articie I, Secticn 9 of the £ Hr 5! tution was modified
by the 16th Ainendment.)

The Congress shall *ave po: t2i to lay and collect taxes on

incomes, from whai 2 7er source derived, without appor-
tionment among’h : several States, and without regard

to any census or enumeration.
Amendment XVII.

Passed by Congress May 13, 1912. Ratified April 8, 1913.

(Note: Article I, Section 3 of the Constitution was modified
by the 17th Amendment.)

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two
Senators from each State, elected by the people thereof,
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for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote. The
electors in each State shall have the qualifications requi-
site for electors of the most numerous branch of the State
legislatures.

When vacancies happen in the representation of any
State in the Senate, the executive authority of such State
shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Provid-
ed, That the legislature of any State may empower the
executive thereof to make temporaryhppointments until
the people fill the vacancies by electi s the legislature
may direct.

the election or term of any Senator cl
becomes valid as part of the Cnstitup

Amendment XVIII.
Passed by Congressacer »her 18, 191 VRatified January
16, 1919. Repealed by the 21st Amend‘tnt, December 5,
1933.

SECTION 1

After one yzar from the ratification o' this article the man-
ufacture, sale, or ‘ransnor.ation o intoxicating liquors
within, the import: ti>a hereof into, or the exportation
thereof from the 'Jrited States and all territory subject to
the jurisdiction tiiereof for beverage purposes is hereby
prohibited.

SECTION 2.

The Congress and the several States shall have concur-
rent power to enforce this article by appropriate legisla-
tion.
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SECTION 3.

This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have
been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by
the legislatures of the several States, as provided in the
Constitution, within seven years from the date of the
submission hereof to the States by the Congress.

Amendment XIX.

Passed by Congress June 4, 1919. Ratified August 18,
1920.

The right of citizens of the United Sta

o vote shall

not be denied or abridged by the Unit’ /‘ates or by any
State on account of sex. \\ /)

Congress shall have power to ¢ irorce i < %rticle by ap-
propriate legislation. \\\ i
Amendment XX. N\

Passed by Congres< M¢ «ch2,1932. Ratlflé\:January 23,
1933.

(Note: Article |, Section 4 of the Cor 5 “ution was modified
by Section Z of this “mendmeit. ‘1 a. dition, a portion of
the 12th Amendmert was's' nérsedes by Section 3.)

SECTION 1.

The terms of the 2resident and the Vice President shall
end at noon on the 20th-day of January, and the terms
of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3d day
of January, of the years in which such terms would have
ended if this article had not been ratified; and the terms
of their successors shall then begin.

SECTION 2.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year,
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and such meeting shall begin at noon on the 3d day of
January, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.

SECTION 3.

If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the
President, the President elect shall have died, the Vice
President elect shall become President. If a President
shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the
beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have
failed to qualify, then the Vice President zlect shall act as
President until a President shall have ified; and the
Congress may by law provide for the c& F wherein neither
a President elect nor a Vice President < || have qualified,
declaring who shall then act as Presid¢ | ir the manner

et

in which one who is to act shall."'{ sele § _'i'gand such
person shall act accordingl until a Pre \\ itorVice
President shall have aualifi 'd. Mg
SECTION 4. >\

The Congress may by law provide for the cese of the
death of any of the persons froni whe rn the iHouse of
Representa:ives may choose &P «sic 2nt whenever the
right of choice sha!l have d¢v !ved ui on them, and for
the case of the dea ‘h-af 'ny of the { ¢ rsons from whom
the Senate may chic ¢ se a Vice President whenever the
right of choice < 1z1l have devolved upon them.

SECTION 5.

Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of Octo-
ber following the ratification of this article.

SECTION 6.

This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the
legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within
seven years from the date of its submission.
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Amendment XXI.

PassedbyCongressFebruary 20, 1933. Ratified December
5,1933.

SECTION 1.

The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution
of the United States is hereby repealed.

SECTION 2.

The transportation or importation into a
tory, or possession of the United States
use therein of intoxicating liquors, in vi
thereof, is hereby prohibited.

SECTION 3.

State, Terri-
elivery or
yan of the laws
N

i
This article shall be inoperative urless | ¥ 1l have been
ratified as an amendmant t. the Constl || 1 by conven-
tions in the several /ta 2s,7.5provided i {,e Constitu-
tion, within seven yc.r, from the date ofﬁe submission
hereof to tiie States by the Congy 25

Amendirent XXII.

PassedbyCongressMarch 21,194 7. Ftified February 27,
1951.

SECTION 1.

|

,,:2

No person shall be elected to the office of the President
more than twice, and no person who has held the office
of President, or acted as President, for more than two
years of a terim to which some other person was elected
President shall be elected to the office of President more
than once. But this Article shall not apply to any person
holding the office of President when this Article was pro-
posed by Congress, and shall not prevent any person
who may be holding the office of President, or acting as
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President, during the term within which this Article
becomes operative from holding the office of President
or acting as President during the remainder of such term.

SECTION 2.

This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the
legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within
seven years from the date of its submission to the States
by the Congress.

Amendment XXIII.

1961.
SECTION 1.

The District constituting th > sea’ of Gow ment of the
United States shall 4p, oinin such manr - as Congress
may direct: \

A number of etectors of Presideni anc Vice President
equal to the wiole number of Se: ato s and Representa-
tives in Carigress to vshich th= District nvould be entitled if
it were a State, but i 1 no ¢vent more fnan the least popu-
lous State; they shai t € in addition to those appointed by
the States, but the y shall be considered, for the purposes
of the election of Fresident and Vice President, to be
electors appointed by a2 State; and they shall meet in

the District and perform such duties as provided by the
twelfth article of amendment.

SECTION 2.

The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation.
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Amendment XXIV.

PassedbyCongressAugust 27, 1962. Ratified January 23,
1964.

SECTION 1.

The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any
primary or other election for President or Vice President,
for electors for President or Vice President, or for Senator
or Representative in Congress, shall notbe denied or
abridged by the United States orany S by reason of
failure to pay poll tax or other tax.

SECTION 2.

The Congress shall have power to enforq thls article by
appropriate legislation. A

Amendment XXV. N\
PassedbyCongressJuly 6, 1965. Ratified Phé)ruary 10, 1967.

(Note: ArticleHl, Section 1 of the Constitution was modified
by the 25th Amendment.)
SECTION1.

In case of the removal of the President from office or of
his death or resignation, the Vice President shall become
President.

SECTION 2.

Whenever there is'a vacancy in the office of the Vice Presi-
dent, the President shall nominate a Vice President who
shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of
both Houses of Congress.

SECTION 3.

Whenever the President transmits to the President pro
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tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives his written declaration that he is unable
to discharge the powers and duties of his office, and
until he transmits to them a written declaration to the
contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by
the Vice President as Acting President.

SECTION 4.

Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the
principal officers of the executive departmients or of such
other body as Congress may by law provig 4 transmit to

the President pro tempore of the Senat the Speaker
of the House of Representatives their wr 1l ) declaration
that the President is unable to discharg; \f ~ powers and
duties of his office, the Vice Presie nt sl I nmediately
assume the powers and dutiss of the of | | Acting Presi-
dent. Thereafter, wher the | resid 2nt tr \4\ itstothe

President pro temp/ re »f th _'Ser ate an. | 2 Speaker of
the House of Repres 11 atives his written“mgclaration that
no inabikity exists, he shall resurr 2.tie powers and duties
of his oifice nless the Vice.Presiden’ and a majority of
either the principal officers oft} = «x :cutive department
or of such other b “dy as'C' r.zress rir 2y by law provide,
transmit within f¢ 1 ue s to the Pre sident pro tempore
of the Senate 7 1¢ tiie Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives their written declaration that the President is
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office.
Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, assembling
within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session.
If the Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of
the latter written declaration, or, if Congress is not in ses-
sion, within twenty-one days after Congress is required to
assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses
that the President is unable to discharge the powers and
duties of his office, the Vice President shall continue to
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discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise, the
President shall resume the powers and duties of his office.

Amendment XXVI.
Passed by Congress March 23, 1971. Ratified July 1, 1971.

(Note: Amendment 14, Section 2 of the Constitution was
modified by Section 1 of the 26th Amendment.)

SECTION 1.

The right of citizens of the United Sta
teen years of age or older, to vote sh
abridged by the United States or by a
of age. \y

who are eigh-

SECTION 2.

L
The Congress shall have pawer to enfe (1 his article by
appropriate legislation. ,\A‘{ A
Amendment XX . >\

election cfrepresertatives <1 lihavz ntervened.
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Declaration of Independence

IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united
States of America,

When in the Course of human events, it becomes nec-

essary for one people to dissolve the political bands
which have connected them with another, and to assume
among the powers of the earth, the separite and equal
station to which the Laws of Nature and ature’s God
entitle them, a decent respect to the op’ " ns of mankind
requires that they should declare the cg ¢ 3 which impel
them to the separation. |/

We hold these truths to be self- vident s

created equal, that they are endo wved \\1\ ~ir Creator
with certain unalienab 2 Rig ats, thatari | these are
Life, Liberty and the nu 'suit of Happinessy - That to
secure thesarights, Gevernment: are instituted among
Men, derivihg their just powers f,. om "he coi 'sent of the
governed,— That whenever any -5 ) of Government
becomes destruct vve of thes: ¢nds, 1 isthe Right of

the People to alte o1 tc 2polish it,;21d to institute new
Government, lavir g its foundation on such principles
and organizing 'ts powersin such form, as to them shall
seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long
established should not be changed for light and transient
causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are suf-
ferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms
to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same
Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute
Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off

~allmen are
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such Government, and to provide new Guards for their
future security.— Such has been the patient sufferance

of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which
constrains them to alter their former Systems of Govern-
ment. The history of the present King of Great Britain is

a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having
in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny
over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to
a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws most whole-
some and necessary for the publi },f,od.
He has forbidden his Governors t¢ | s Laws of im-

i

mediate and pressing importance | ess suspended
in their operation till his A sent sk} be obtained;

and when so suspend d, he hasu \ ‘neglected to
attend to them. N\

A
He has refused o jass other Laws ng‘{he accom-
modation of large districts o people, unless those
peorle would relinquish the ri | ~of Representation
in the Legislature, a rightin: ~tum ableto them and

formidable to zyrantac i,

He has called Ly etter legistative bodies at places
unusual, un-o:niortable; and distant from the depos-
itory of their public Records, for the sole purpose of
fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly,
for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on
the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolu-
tions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the
Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have
returned to the People at large for their exercise; the
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State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the
dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions
within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of
these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws
for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass oth-

ers to encourage their migrations hither, and raising
the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administrati
refusing his Assent to Laws for est
powers.

of Justice, by
hing Judiciary

He has made Judges dependent
for the tenure of their offices an
payment of their salaries.

jWill alone,
| mountand

2
i

Q—n

!f’es,andsent
eople, and
\‘ . peop

He has erected a multi ude cf Nev
hither swarms of ¢ ffice.s to 1arrass
eat out their s xstance.

He has kept amorig us, in tin es ¢f peac"'é, Standing
Armies without the Corisent 0. % ir legisiatures.

He has affected to rence tne Mil tary independent of
and superior t) ti 2 Tivil power

He has com%ir ed with others to subject us to a juris-

diction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowl-
edged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of
pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among
us:
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punish-

ment for any Murders which they should commit on
the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:
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For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: For
depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by
Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pre-
tended offences

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a
neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbi-
trary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so
as to render it at once an example a i fit instrument

for introducing the same absolute into these
Colonies:

/

""}_ally the Forms

1
i
© 3

For taking away our Charters, abol |} g our most

valuable Laws, and altering f- 1dai &
of our Governments: |
nd declaring
Uslate forusin

For suspending cr ow )y Leg'slatui. |
themselves inv st d with power to-t.
all cases whatsce er.

He hes abdicated Governme<nt hare, by'declaring us
out o' his Protaction and w; gi ¢ War against us.

He has plundered oxr €5, rave zed our Coasts,

burnt our tow 1., ai.d destroye J the lives of our
people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign
Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desola-
tion and tyranny, already begun with circumstances
of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most
barbarous ages, and totally unworthy of the Head of
a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive

on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country,
to become the executioners of their friends and
Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.
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He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us,
and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of
our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose
known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruc-
tion of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned

for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated
Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury.

A Prince whose character is thus marked Ry every act
which may define a Tyrant, is unfitto be # e ruler of a
free people. Nor have We been wanting tentions to
our Brittish brethren. We have warned t = from time to
time of attempts by their legislature to \E d an unwar-
rantable jurisdiction over us. We = iver } ded them of
the circumstances of our emigration ar. | tlement here.
We have appealed to their r ative 'ustic || Imagnanimi-
ty, and we have con'ur dth m b theti }rourcommon
kindred to disavow' “¢ se usurpations, Wi ch, would
inevitably interrupt ov'r connectipsand C(i.‘rrespon-
dence. Thaintoo have been deaf ott e voice of justice
and of consanguinity. We must, ki fore, acquiesce in
the necessity, whi-n denatn esour ieparation, and hold
them, as we hold “ 1« e t'of mankir 4, Enemies in War, in
Peace Friends.

1

7

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of
America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to
the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our
intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good
People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare,
That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be
Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from
all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political
connection between them and the State of Great Britain,
is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and
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Independent States, they have full Power to levy War,
conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce,
and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent
States may of right do. And for the support of this Dec-
laration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives,

our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

[The 56 signatures on the Declaration were arranged in six

columns:]
[Column 1]
Georgia:

Button Gwinnett

Lyman Hall
George Walton

[Column 2]
North Carolina:
William Hooper
Joseph Hewes
John Penn
South Carolina:
Edward Rutledge

Thomas Heywarz 7
Thomas Lynck J .

Arthur Middlewn

[Column 3]

Massachusetis:
John Hancock
Maryland:
Samuel Chase
William Paca
Thomas Stone

Virginia:

George Wythe
Richard HenryLee
Thomas Jefferson
Benjamin Hafrison
Thomas Nelson, Jr.

Francis Lightfoot Lee

Carter Braxton
[Column 4]
Pennsylvania:
Robert Morris
Benjamin Rush
Benjamin Franklin
John Morton
George Clymer

James Smith

George Taylor
James Wilson
George Ross
Delaware:
Caesar Rodney

Charles Carroll of CarrolltonTheorgeRekdan
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[Column 5]

9/9/25 5:13PM



New York: William
Floyd Philip
Livingston  Francis
Lewis Lewis Morris
New Jersey:
Richard  Stockton
John  Witherspoon
Francis Hopkinson
John Hart Abraham
Clark

[Column 6]

New Hampshire:
Josiah Bartlett
William Whipple
Massachusetts:
Samuel Adams
John Adams
Robert Treat Paine
Elbridge Gerry
Rhode Island:
Stephen Hopkins
William Ellery
Connecticut:
Roger Sherman
Samuel Huntington
William Williams
Oliver Wolcott
New Hampshire:
Matthew Thornton
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OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

(Exampleof NaturalizationOath forCitizenship)

To Support and Defend the United States Constitution

I, (printed
name) hereby declare, on oath, that | absolutely and
entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to
any foreign prince, potentate, state, orjsovereignty of
whom or which | have heretofore been a ject or citizen;
that I will support and defend the Consti n and laws of
the United States of America against all ene- mies, foreign
and domestic; that | will bear true faith‘a‘ d allegiance to
the same; that | will bear arms on beh: - of the United
States when required by the law; thatl | will perform
noncombatant service'in the Armed For s of the United
States when required by the law; that ['will per- form work
of national-importance under civiliafﬁ{direction when
required by the law; and that | take this bbligation freely
without-any mental reservation or purpose of eva- sion; so
help me God.

Administered by:

Affirmed on this Day of intheYear_____

This oath is given to all citizens from other countries
that choose to become citizens of the United States of
America. More information about becoming a citizen can
be found on our website at:

www.917society.org
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The 917 society is a non-partisan
educational 501c3 organization.

“If freedom is to survive and prosper, it will require the
thoughtful attention of every citizen” ~ Joh

For free educational lesseri plans and resources visit the resource
section at www.917society.org.

To download The#917 Society U.S. Constitution App to your phone
please use this QR code

The 917 Society does not align with,

endorse, or otherwise support any partif .

political candidate, organization, party, (RIS

platform. We do support our Constitutio 0%

the democratic process and encourage |k
engagement.
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